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“LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURAL AND ELECTORAL REFORM IN WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA: ENSURING THE FUTURE SUSTAINABILITY OF COMMUNITIES” 

Statement by Minister for Local Government and Regional Development 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Local Government and Regional Development) 
[3.36 pm]:  On Saturday, 29 April, I released for public comment the Local Government Advisory Board report 
“Local Government Structural and Electoral Reform in Western Australia: Ensuring the Future Sustainability of 
Communities”.  The report, at nearly 500 pages, is a comprehensive and well-researched assessment of the 
position of local government in the state.  It reflects a balance of detailed research and analysis and practical 
knowledge and understanding of local government.   

The board conducted 10 public hearings around the state and received 233 submissions.  The board consulted 
with the Western Australia Local Government Association and Local Government Managers Australia.  Board 
members, nominated through those organisations, brought significant local government experience to the 
process.  The report was compiled over five months with the assistance of significant Department of Local 
Government and Regional Development staff resources and the engagement of a consultant to assist in assessing 
the financial position of local government in Western Australia.   

Structural reform will not be a panacea for the sustainability issues faced by local governments and communities.  
However, consideration needs to be given to structural reform to make the local government system more 
effective and to facilitate community sustainability.  The government has no intention of forcibly amalgamating 
local governments.   

I commend the work of the board in completing the most comprehensive review of local government in the state 
for 40 years.  In tabling the report I advise members that there has been a problem with the printing of the report.  
I apologise to the house and advise that copies for those members who are interested will be available later in the 
evening.   

[See paper 1476.]  

Consideration of the statement made an order of the day for the next sitting, on motion by Hon Bruce 
Donaldson. 
 


